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1 . SUMMARY: IN TWO RECENT INTERVIEWS IN KUWAIT, 

KHALID AL-HASAN HAS SUPPORTED NOTIONS OF PLO 
PARTICIPATION WITHIN SINGLE ARAB DELEGATION TO RESUMED 
GENEVA CONFERENCE. HIS VIEWS MAY OR MAY NOT REFLECT 
BROADER PLO THINKING, BUT THEY ARE IN LINE WITH SYRIAN 
AND EGYPTIAN POSITIONS AS UNDERSTOOD HERE. PROBABLY 
COINCIDENTALLY, AN OFFICIAL PLO DELEGATION HEADED BY ABU 
MAZIN (MAHMUD ABBAS) ARRIVED IN KUWAIT FROM 
DAMASCUS PRESUMABLY CARRYING TO GOK THE OFFICIAL PLO 
WORD ON VARIOUS PALESTINIAN MATTERS. ABU MAZIN WAS MORE 
CAUTIOUS THAN AL-HASAN IN HIS STATEMENTS TO PRESS, 

DECLINING TO ADDRESS QUESTION OF PLO PARTICIPATION AT 
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GENEVA. END SUMMARY 

2. FATAH LEADER KHALID AL-HASAN HAS AGAIN SPOKEN OUT IN 
KUWAIT ON MAJOR PALESTINIAN ISSUES OF THE MOMENT. IN 
SEPARATE INTERVIEWS WITH THE SYRIAN NEWS AGENCY CORRE- 
SPONDENT PUBLISHED IN AL-QABAS AND WITH AL-ANBA' DEC. 
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26, AL-HASAN ADDRESSED QUESTIONS OF PALESTINE GOVERNMENT- 
IN-EXILE, AND PALESTINIAN PARTICIPATION IN GENEVA 
CONFERENCE. 

3. AL-QABAS INTERVIEW. AL-HASAN SAID THAT FORMATION OF 
A PALESTINIAN GOVERNMENT -TN-EXTT ,E IS PREMATURE. FIRST, 

THE PLO SHOULD BE INVITED TO ATTEND THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 
ON A BASIS CONFORMING TO RESOLUTIONS OF THE PALESTINE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL. REGARDING WHETHER THE PLO WOULD BE 
WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN A GENEVA CONFERENCE WITHIN A 
UNIFIED ARAB DELEGATION RATHER THAN UNDER ITS OWN NAME, 
AL-HASAN REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE FORMATION OF A 
UNIFIED ARAB DELEGATION WOULD "GIVE A GREATER GUARANTEE 
OF THE ARAB CONCEPT OF THE POLITICAL SOLUTION IN STAGES 
WITHOUT BREAKING THE RESOLUTIONS OF RABAT". THE PROBLEM 
OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, HE SAID, IS NOT WHO REPRESENTS 
WHOM, BUT WHETHER THERE IS A UNIFIED ARAB STAND OR 
ATTITUDE WHICH GUARANTEES ARAB RIGHTS. 

4. AS FOR A PALESTINIAN STATE, AL-HASAN SAID HE 
BELIEVED IT WOULD NOT BE SET UP AS QUICKLY AS SOME 
IMAGINED. ASSUMING A DESIRE ON THE PART OF THE US TO 
PRESSURE ISRAEL TO WITHDRAW FROM ALL TERRITORIES 
OCCUPIED IN 1967, TALKS WOULD NOT END BEFORE THREE YEARS. 
AL-HASAN REMINDED THAT TALKS ON KOREA AND VIETNAM 
NEGOTIATIONS HAD BEEN VERY EXTENDED. HE ADDED THAT THE 
VIEW APPROVED AT RIYADH OF SETTING UP A PALESTINIAN 
STATE "BY STAGES" WOULD REQUIRE TIME-CONSUMING ARAB 
AND PALESTINIAN POLITICAL STRUGGLE. THE REALIZATION OF 
THE SOLUTION BY STAGES IS IN THE HANDS OF THE ARABS AND 
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NO ONE ELSE, REGARDLESS OF THE POWER OF OTHERS. THE ARABS 
MUST USE THE TOOLS THEY OWN TO BRING ABOUT A SOLUTION, 
ESPECIALLY THE WEAPONS OF ARAB SOLIDARITY, OIL AND 
MILITARY PREPARATION, TO FACE THE POSSIBILITY OF POLITICAL 
FAILURE. 

5. AL-ANBA' INTERVIEW: IN THIS EXCHANGE, AL-HASAN 
OFFERS VIEWS WHICH HE INSISTS ARE ONLY "PERSONAL" ON 
WHETHER SEPARATE PLO PARTICIPATION AT GENEVA IS VITAL, 

OR WHETHER PARTICIPATION WITHIN ARAB DELEGATION IS ACCEPTABLE. 
AL-HASAN SAYS THAT HE WOULD NOT CONSIDER THE FORMATION 
OF A UNITED ARAB DELEGATION AS VIOLATIONS OF ALGIERS AND 
RABAT SUMMIT DECISIONS. IF THERE WERE A DELEGATION 
FORMED WHICH EXCLUDED RPT EXCLUDED PALESTINIANS, THIS 
WOULD BE IN VIOLATION, HE SAYS. IN DIRECT ANSWER TO A 
QUESTION, AL-HASAN SAID THAT HE PERSONALLY PREFERS A 
UNITED ARAB DELEGATION. THIS WOULD PRECLUDE THE 
POSSIBILITY OF SEPARATE NATIONAL DELEGATION MEMBERS 
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MAKING SECRET BILATERAL DEALS AT GENEVA. AL-HASAN 
GIVES AS EXAMPLES THE AREA ACTIVITIES OF SECRETARY 
KISSINGER, WHO ALLEGEDLY SAID ONE THING OR GAVE ONE 
INTERPRETATION TO SADAT, THEN A DIFFERENT ONE TO 
ASAD. AL-HASAN SAID THAT A SINGLE DELEGATION MEANS 
COMPLETE ARAB AGREEMENT IN ADVANCE, WITH THE DELEGATION 
SPEAKING WITH ONE VOICE FOR ALL ARAB NATIONS. 

6. COMMENT: WE RECOGNIZE THAT AL-HASAN'S IS ONLY ONE 
OF SEVERAL PLO/FATAH VOICES BEING HEARD ON THESE ISSUES 
CURRENTLY, BUT WE BELIEVE THAT HIS STATEMENTS ARE 
WORTHY OF CAREFUL ATTENTION AS EXPRESSIONS OF AN 
INCREASINGLY INFLUENTIAL FIGURE WITHIN FATAH. HIS 
VIEWS ON A UNIFIED ARAB DELEGATION TO A RESUMED GENEVA 
CONFERENCE ARE MORE CONSISTENT WITH SYRIAN AND EGYPTIAN 
IDEAS THAN WITH WHAT HAS THUS FAR BEEN SAID OFFICIALLY 
BY PLO. FOR EXAMPLE, PLO DELEGATION HEADED BY 
ABU MAZIN (MAHMUD ABBAS) ARRIVED FROM DAMASCUS DEC. 27 
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TO BRIEF KEY KUWAITI LEADERS ON PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS, AND 
IN COMMENTS TO PRESS ON THE GENEVA POSSIBILITIES, HE 
WOULD GO NO FURTHER THAN TO SAY THAT ANY SPECULATION ON 
PLO POSITION IS PREMATURE. QUESTIONS OF HOW PLO WOULD 
BE REPRESENTED WOULD BE ADDRESSED ONLY AFTER INVITATION 
TO ATTEND HAD BEEN RECEIVED. ABU MAZIN ALSO DEFERRED 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF PALESTINIAN GOVERNMENT-IN-EXILE, 
SAYING THAT THIS WOULD BE LEFT TO THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
TO DECIDE. ON QUESTION OF PALESTINIAN STATE, ABU MAZIN 
CONFIRMED PLO WILLINGNESS TO SET UP A STATE ON ANY 
INCH OF PALESTINIAN LAND WHICH HAS BEEN LIBERATED 
(A PHRASE WHICH PLO POLITICAL DEPARTMENT HEAD FARUQ 
QADDUMI HAS BEEN USING LATELY). ABU MAZIN DELEGATION, 
WHICH WAS BROADENED AFTER ARRIVAL HERE TO INCLUDE 
KHALID AL-HASAN, MET FOREIGN MINISTER SHAYKH SABAH 
AL- AHMAD AND INFORMATION MINISTER SHAYKH JABIR 
AL-ALI. 

MAESTRONE 
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